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species. Some among these defunct varieties
were admirably organised; perhaps they might
even have disputed man's place, like that anthro-
poid, the Dryopithecus, who seemed predestined
to a brilliant future.

In reality, nature has no consideration for
either individual or species. So we should not
permit ourselves to be led into error by her vague
plans, but occupy ourselves instead with the real
happiness of man.

XIV. Egoisms vary, as our souls differ. There
are sublime ones, which furnish the weapons for
the noble conflicts of life and spread the contagion
of energy, of hope, of joy. We should do wrong
to speak ill of "love of self/' as we should err in
slandering nature because, by the side of heavenly
landscapes, it possesses marshy waters.

What are the abnegation of the saints, the dis-
interestedness of hardened altruists, except varia-
tions of the numberless forms of egoism, which
assumes every shape, including that of personal
sacrifice. The acquirer of wealth who gives to
his children a portion of his treasures; the mother
who loves life, yet risks her own at the bedside of
her child attacked by typhoid fever; the lover who
sacrifices himself for the lady of his heart, are
only yielding to the impulses of their lofty egoism.